TALL POPPIES PROJECT WINS PREMIER’S AWARD
Concerned to reduce bullying and youth suicide in our community, Val Wilkinson, was inspired to initiate the Tall Poppies project. Val was a teacher colleague of Zontians Rosalie Lake and Norma Cook. It was Norma’s connections which enabled this to develop into the first joint project of all the women’s service clubs in Bendigo. 
Tall Poppies supported and mentored 15 young women to deliver projects enhancing their leadership skills and self-esteem. It was structured to shape the personal and professional lives of young women aged 15 – 25 in powerful and productive ways, to foster leadership and increase career opportunities. 
The project started with modules training development of self-esteem, communication, time management, vision and goal setting, as well as a Challenge Camp where the “Poppies” experienced rock climbing at Mt Arapiles. A mentoring phase followed, with each Poppy matched to a mentor who guided the Poppy’s individual or joint project to benefit the wider community. 
One mentor was Bendigo East MLA, Jacinta Allen. Jacinta said “It was rewarding watching 15-year-old Laura develop a deeper understanding of the concept of leadership” Mentee, Justine Hicks, daughter of Zontian Di Hicks, said the project had helped her establish friendship and an appreciation of all mentors in her life – it was a richly rewarding experience. 
At the Graduation of the first intake in October 1999, the Tall Poppies project was lauded as “an outstanding success in its first year and has led to real results” (Bendigo Advertiser “Tall Poppies Bloom” October 23, 1999) 
However, the ultimate commendation for the Tall Poppies project came by way of the Premier’s Service Club Award in 2000. Zontians Madge Pinge and Margaret Wild wrote a submission on behalf of all the other service clubs involved in supporting Tall Poppies, and the project was judged the best overall entry from a record 48 submissions from across the state. In late March 2000, Margaret Wild and Madge Pinge represented the service Clubs at the awards dinner in Melbourne.
[bookmark: _GoBack]

TALL POPPIES PROJECT WINS PREMIERS AWARD.
Concored o rdice uin o sk ot oy,
VarWikraon e nepro 0 it o T Poppes e Ve
e st cotus o Zoans ol Lve i o
oo R o' connacons whhshaiod 0 Govc
o e it prjct o 81 o ' s s 1
B

ek Papios gt s mrkcrd 1 g woman o dever
ot ortancng hr s s and sl eau. ks
Ericuros o shape e prsonl nd roessiond s youny
oo e 525 n povers and procuceve WAy, 10 o
oo andineroas caron cgporunios.

i et sios i mades Vi desopment s
eroo commetcaon 10 mnsgeen o oo
Seing. sl 38 Cralongs Cany Wi e POy
Cepeoned ook Aing o ML Aapes A meranng pase
lowe, Wi aach Py a3 i wh 0o
Pospy’s vl ot profc o bt o widrcommuny,
(v nor wa B Exti ML, oo Ale. et S0 1
s onarin walcin 15 oar o Lo Govio a e
nderandng O e cobo & aadop Warce, tra K,
i Zondan O Heke, i h projct o
ekbian fandsh and anaprocin ol a1 ot o -
i Craion o okt e 190, Tal
Poppes pjechwh e 841 ctanng scces s st
Jou o o el o (B Ao 48 Popps
Bl Otobor 23,1980

Howaar b ot conmendaton o Yol Poppespcoct
o by o f o romars e Cub Awar 1 000
Zonkan Hado Prgoand argre Wi wrea submsionon
ot 10 cind s e IONd P Tol
Fospes, an h profc was e 0 os cvral iy o
o 2 SraBons om o s, n 4 Hrc 2000

Marrr Wik and oo P rprosorsd e srvcs O 1




